
JESUS HAS – AND WILL – WIN! 

REVELATION – INTRODUCTION 

 

INTRODUCTORY THOUGHT:   

When you hear references to the book of Revelation, what sorts of things come to your mind?  Why?   

 

BASICS OF THE BOOK: 

Author: 

Place of writing: 

The historical context:   

The name of the book:  “Revelation” (Greek = apocalypsis) is the first Greek word in the book.  

Forms of the word occur 22 times in the New Testament.  Check the following passages in which 

the word is used in order to get a definition: 

 Luke 2:32 

 Luke 10:22 

 Romans 8:19 

 Galatians 1:12 

 Ephesians 1:17 

 Definition:   

Purpose of the book:  "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what 

must soon take place." (Rev 1:1 NIV)  It’s primary purpose is to let us know what’s coming, with two 

sub-themes running throughout.  (Check out the passages below) 

 Matt 16:18    The truth:   

Acts 14:22b   The truth:   

 



 

KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK: 

1. Understand the two Scriptural themes which we noted above. 

2. Let Scripture interpret Scripture. 

3. Understand that much of what’s in the book is in the form of vision – it’s giving us a picture of a 

truth.  Often, therefore, we’ll find symbolic images or numbers which are, indeed, meant to be 

taken symbolically.  (cf. the parables of Jesus.) 

4. The symbolic use of numbers: 

3 = 

4 =  

6 =  

7 =  

10 = 

12 =  

THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK:  READ REV. 1:1-11 

1. Remember the context – the church is struggling, both because of Domitian’s persecution from the 

outside and because of internal struggles.  (More on that in chaps 2-3)  What truths in these first 11 

verses will be of particular encouragement for the believers?  Why? 

 

2. Given the context, the people probably didn’t much feel like a “kingdom” and “priests,” yet they 

were (remember, “Revelation”!).  What are some ways in which Satan tries to hide from us the 

truths that we, too, are a “kingdom” and “priests”?  What truths in these first 11 verses remind us 

that we ARE a “kingdom” and “priests”? 

 

3. God, through John, reminds the people that their pastor shares in the same “suffering, kingdom, 

and patient endurance” as they.  For what reasons is that an important reminder for the pastor?  For 

the people?  What important reminders does that give us as we move towards the future?   


