
 

WHY ARE WE WORSHIPING THIS WAY?  2.0 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Things keep changing as we adjust to current events in our continuing experience with the Covid 19 
epidemic.  As you know, we have committed ourselves to following the mandates and guidelines our 
California government has set up and continues to modify.  As you probably know by now, we thank God 
that generally we are seeing a major decrease in Covid related hospitalizations and deaths.  Along with our 
prayers of thanksgiving to God, we want to include the gifts he has given us in the dedicated first responders 
and health personnel who have worked faithfully to help us reach this point.  We are thankful for the swift 
work of doctors and scientists who worked since early in 2020 to provide us with the vaccines that are a 
benefit to us now. 

With that said, we are still living with certain restrictions intended to make Covid 19 a thing of the past.  We 
are now able to cease outdoor worship and return to semi-normal services inside.  We are still limited in the 
number of people who can safely join together for worship.  At Christ the Vine that number is 72 people.  
That is the reason why our leadership has provided a signup sheet that is available on our website at 
christthevine.com.  We are also required to wear face masks and maintain the 6 foot social distance that we 
have become used to.  We can expect these mandates and guidelines to change with more of less 
restrictions imposed.  We will stay informed to follow the steps outlined for us.  Now, once again, the 
question is, why are we doing it this way?  Much has changed, but much has not. 

GOVERNMENT MANDATES AND GUIDELINES continue to be at the top of the list of reasons why we are 
doing what we are doing.  We all know that there are many opinions and much disagreement about 
whether these guidelines are correct and useful.  We, as Christians, are bound by the Fourth Commandment 
that tells us that God has given us representatives in the home, the church, and the state.  We owe these 
representatives the respect and obedience that God says that we owe to them. 

WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO END THIS PANDEMIC.  With this in mind, we owe it not only to ourselves 
but to those we come in contact with to show that we join them in working to end this pandemic.  We are 
concerned about the welfare of others as much as we are concerned about our own welfare.  That is what 
St. Paul means as he reminds us of some of God’s commandments in summary.   “The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment 
of the law.” Romans 13:9-10 

WE ARE CONTINUING TO LEARN PATIENCE.  Without question, this pandemic has gone on longer than 
many of us expected.  We continually get new lessons in why it is necessary to be patient.  One more reason 
comes to our attention as we begin to return to normal.  We, and all the people we know, have different 
levels of comfort in returning to normal.  Many may be anxious to get back to what seems most normal as 
soon as possible.  We need to remember that others may not feel comfortable to make that return as 
quickly as others.  Either way, we need to be patient and respect the opinions of those who have comfort 
levels that are different from others. 

REMEMBER TO THANK GOD as we remember that we are still a congregation of Christians who together 
support the work of our church with our financial offerings as well as our prayers.  We may be apart from 
one another, but we are still together in the work we have determined to do.  As we do that, we continue to 
thank God, who gives certainty in Christ in these uncertain times and gives healing of both body and soul as 
only he can in his perfect wisdom, power, and undeserved but unconditional love. 


