
 

Why Are We Worshiping the Way We Are? 
 

Probably as long as any of us can remember we have taken worship in our church for 
granted.  We never want to take worship for granted and now we are learning that lesson in a 
very forceful way.  The CoVid 19 pandemic has brought many challenges and a great deal of 
confusion.  All areas of our lives are affected in one way or another.  Our worship is no 
exception.   

The regulations on worship have changed many times in recent months and the 
accompanying confusion has come with it.  What rule do we follow today?  What if others are 
not doing what the current regulations require?  What if we don’t agree with the current 
regulations?  Who decides what the regulations are? 

While the regulations may be confusing and they may change from one state or county 
to another, our decision as a congregation of Christians who stand firm on the Word of God are 
not complicated at all.  Let’s look at three basic facts that determine the decisions we make as a 
congregation. 

1. We will worship together. 

The psalmist says, “I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord.”  
Psalm 122:1. The writer to the Hebrews tells us why we Christians want to join for worship.  
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24–25. 

2. We will obey the decisions of God’s representatives. 

God has placed his representatives over us as authorities in the home, the church, and the 
state.  All of these representatives are given to us by God for the purpose of giving us 
various blessings, spiritual and physical.  Many of these representatives of God understand 
that they are just that, God’s representatives.  Some do not.  In our current society the idea 
of disagreeing with God’s representatives, particularly in the government is seen as a right 
to disobey.  Disagreeing is acceptable to God, disobeying is not.  Disobeying the 
government whether we agree with it or not is a sin.  As a Christian congregation built on the 
foundation of God’s Word, we are committed to obedience even if we might disagree with 
the decisions we are given to follow.  Not all our neighboring churches hold to that position.  
God decides what we are to do in his Word, nothing else and no one else.  That means that 
we obey the government as God’s representative.  “Let everyone be subject to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.  
2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God 
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” Romans 13:1–2.  
Only when one of God’s representatives commands us to do something that God forbids or 
to fail to do something that God requires are we free to disobey his representatives.  “Peter 



 

and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!” Acts 
5:29.  The enemies of Christ and his Church commanded the apostles not to preach or teach 
in the name of Christ.  That, however, was the mission Christ gave his apostles to carry out.  
By God’s grace, to this point we have not been forbidden to do things that God commands.  
We can worship although we may not like worshiping outside or wearing masks as the 
current regulations require. 

3. We will be considerate of one another. 

We are a family of believers in Christ.  We are united in faith and in purpose.  We gather to 
grow in our faith personally and to encourage one another as a church body.  
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him 
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19–22.  Because we are united in one body in Christ we are 
considerate of the thoughts and opinions that others have.  Some choose to worship at 
home in our virtual services.  Many come faithfully to our services currently being held 
outdoors.  Some are very concerned about wearing masks to protect themselves and 
others.  Others don’t like masks for a variety of reasons.  Why would we wear a mask if we 
don’t want to?  Why would we insist that others wear masks even if they don’t want to?  The 
answer is simple.  We care about one another.  We respect one another.  We are concerned 
about the health and welfare of one another.  

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. Galatians 3:26 


