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Forgiveness > Cancel Culture 

What do you know about “cancel culture”? I’m sure that you have heard many 
examples of this, many stories. In the age of the internet, nothing is forgotten. 
One comedian called this “celebrity hunting season.” The idea behind cancel 
culture is that if you say something, do something, write something, post 
something that the world doesn't agree with today, then you are to be cancelled, 
meaning, the internet mob encourages society to remove you from the public 
eye. If you are an author, they tell the world not to read your books. If you are an 
actor, don’t go to that person’s movies. If you are a musicians, stop buying albums 
or going to their concerts. But it’s not just celebrities that face cancel culture. 

Last Monday, Amy Cooper was walking through Central Park with our dog 
unleashed. A black man, Christian Cooper, told her to leash her dog. She refused. 
She called the cops. And said a quasi-racist remark. I’m not going to defend what 
she said. But if you look at Amy Cooper’s life, I don’t think she is really a racist. 
Her comment wasn’t good and she apologized for it. Well, the world doesn’t care 
about that. Because of that one comment and the pressure that the internet 
mobs placed upon her, she lost her job and her dog and any semblance of a 
normal life right now. Christian Cooper, the man in question, has even stated that 
what happened to her doesn’t seem right to him.  

This is Cancel Culture. The idea that one comment, one phrase, one thing you did 
or said even 20 years ago and the world today can tar and feather you. Cancel 
Culture is truly egregious. The tenets of Cancel Culture seem to be this: "There is 
no forgiveness. There is no redemption. Your life belongs to the crowd."  

Cancel Culture can certainly come for churches or for pastors, too. Certainly the 
message that the Church holds to some 2000 years after Pentecost is and always 
has gone against the grain of society. But do those tenets of “Cancel culture” exist 
inside of churches? Do they exist among Christians? Do you see those tenets in 
your life? Today's reading is the second half of Psalm 51 in light of the church 
festival that we celebrate: Pentecost. And this is what we see: Forgiveness > 
Cancel Culture.  



Obviously, the Pentecost that we remember and celebrate today happened long 
before "Cancel Culture" existed. But if Pentecost were to happen today, what do 
you think would have been different? Certainly, the people in the crowd would 
have had their cell phones out to record these men talking in other languages. 
Certainly, there would have been tweets and comment sections online would be 
abuzz. But for those in that crowd, the people today would have reacted the same 
way as the people back then.  

The disciples are gathered together. A loud sound is heard. Tongues of fire appear 
on their heads. They begin to speak in their non-native tongue. And the crowd 
says, "Aren't these all Galileans?" It might be stretching it too far but perhaps we 
can understand their comment as something like, "Aren't these country folk?" 
The implication is that these men couldn't possibly know these languages. They 
aren't learned. They aren't from Jerusalem. They aren't well travelled. They aren't 
high society. Some in the crowd immediately jumped to conclusions, "They must 
be drunk babbling!" It's as if to say, "We don't need to listen to them! They are 
just drunks!"  

Cancel culture looks at the wrong in someone's past and uses that, even if its just 
one thing, to demolish and discredit everything about that person. Cancel culture 
says that if you are less than perfect, you cannot participate in the public forum. 
And while the term "cancel culture" wasn't around at Pentecost, I certainly see 
that same trends in the sinful nature there. 

I doubt I'll get any Christ the Vine members extolling the virtues of cancel culture. 
Certainly I admit that there are egregious things that people have done that may 
preclude them from certain jobs or public offices. But to use a single past sin to 
cudgel someone and destroy their whole life seems cruel. And so, I think, by and 
large, we agree that cancel culture is bad.  

But again, those tendencies of the sinful nature still exist in us. How often have 
we excused ourselves from listening to a pastor, a teacher, or synod leader 
because of something they have said or done? Sure, we know they aren't perfect. 
Of course, we recognize that. But do we still think less of them for their 
imperfection? Is there still a seed of doubt when we think of our church council 
leaders or elders because they do not live up to our ideal? And so, I think it is very 
common for us to say, "I don't have to listen because they did….because they 
said…" And we leave no room for forgiveness. No room for redemption. Just like 
cancel culture does.  



But Christ is different. The Church, the body of Christ, the focus of Pentecost, is 
different. The body of believers is different.   

Every single member of our church is a sinner, but a sinner fully redeemed by 
Christ. The pastor, the church president, the elders, the council, the teachers at 
Sunday School, the volunteer ushers, those that provide refreshment or clean. 
Every one of us is a sinner, for whom Christ died. You. Me. Everyone.  

Cancel culture has no room for forgiveness. The Christian Church is built on 
forgiveness. Consider our psalm for today, written by David. David had committed 
truly horrendous sins, egregious stuff. Stuff that in today's world would have 
gotten him cancelled. The apostles were not holier men. Peter had disowned 
Christ a few weeks before Pentecost. James and John, in sinful pride, asked to 
have places of prominence in Jesus' kingdom. Thomas didn't believe in Jesus' 
words about the resurrection. All of them had a checkered past. All of them were 
unworthy of the high offices they held.  

All of us have skeletons in our closets, sins we are ashamed of, sins that would 
disqualify us from heaven's ranks. And yet, all of us have witnessed with eyes of 
faith the complete crushing of our guilt on Christ's cross.  

It is this very fact that allowed the apostles to preach. It was faith in Christ that 
enabled them to proclaim Christ crucified and risen. It was the Holy Spirit, stirring 
up and strengthening that faith that allowed Peter to preach and participate in 
the mission of the church. It certainly wasn't a perfect record that enabled him to 
do so. It was God's forgiveness that allowed David to continue to be king, to 
continue to write the psalms of Scripture, and to be the ancestor of his own 
Messiah.  

The mission of the Church centers on this and has always and will always center 
on this. Paul wrote, in 1 Corinthians 2:1-2, "When I came to you, brothers, I did 
not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the 
testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified." 

This is then, what makes the Christian church special and unique: Forgiveness 
finds its home with us. Forgiveness that has been outpoured to us first and then 
overflows to each other. Be unique then, in the face of what the world promotes. 
Adopt a uniquely forgiving attitude especially with each other. And remember the 



words that David, that sinner, that forgiven child of God wrote. And so, be 
inspired, sinner, you forgiven child of God, to tell others of that forgiveness: 

      10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
         and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
      11 Do not cast me from your presence  
         or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
      12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
         and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  
       13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
         so that sinners will turn back to you.  
      14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God,  
         you who are God my Savior,  
         and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  
      15 Open my lips, Lord,  
         and my mouth will declare your praise.  
      16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;  
         you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  
      17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;  
         a broken and contrite heart  
         you, God, will not despise.  
       18 May it please you to prosper Zion,  
         to build up the walls of Jerusalem.  
      19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous,  
         in burnt offerings offered whole;  
         then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
 


