
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK                                                                                     Mark 4:26-34 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 
does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, 
then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 
because the harvest has come.” 30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God 
is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 33 With many 
similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He 
did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own 
disciples, he explained everything.  

I do not have anything close to what could be called a green thumb.  A plant in my hands 
is usually a death sentence for it.  It’s not that I haven’t tried.  I have tried garden plants, landscape, 
even bonsai trees, all with the same result.  I have come to think that my problem is that I take 
care of them too well.  I pay too much attention to them.  I have found that plants sometimes need 
to be left alone, not watered till they drown, not pruned till there is nothing left, not watched till the 
tree bears fruit.  I don’t know if that is the entire problem, but I was reminded of it by these parables 
of Jesus.  I can’t forget, you can’t forget that God has the most important part in the planting and 
growing process.  My part is to do what I can and then watch God work his everyday miracles. 

These parables are talking about the kingdom of God, God’s rule in and for the world.  
They are talking about the spread of the Word of God under God’s rule.  We have a job to do and 
then we get to watch God work.  What is true of the spread of the Word of God is a lot like many 
things that happen in our lives.  We need to do what we can and then watch God work and GOD 
IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 

1. There is no question that the man in Jesus’ parable has important work to do.  He scatters 
the seed on the ground.  The seed won’t grow if it’s not on the ground.  It’s like a man prayed, 
“God, let me win the lottery.”  God’s response was, “Meet me half way, buy a ticket.”  After he 
does what he can the rest is up to God.  It doesn’t matter what the man is doing.  He can sleep 
or not, he can take care of a few other things that need to be done, or not, but the growing will be 
done without his help and even without his attention. 

Think about your part in spreading the Word of God, to your children, your friends, or 
whatever.  The job is simple – tell someone.  God will take care of the rest.  We can’t drop the 
ball – tell someone.  But, it won’t help to try to argue someone into heaven.  You can’t make 
someone believe in Jesus if he doesn’t want to.  You can’t make the result that you want be the 
result that you get.  All that is God’s work and he does it his way and GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK   

What is true of the spread of God’s Word is also true in many if not most parts of our lives.  
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK.  One of the mistakes we human beings make is to ignore what we 
can do and try to do the things only God can do.  One of the ways you can tell that you’re doing 
that is to ask yourself if you’re worried about whatever needs to be done.  We worry about whether 
our children are safe or how will they grow up.  We have a lot of work to do in raising children and 
just being fathers and mothers, but God is the one who is always where the children are and will 
be there when they become whatever they choose to be.  Too often the parental mistakes are 
simply not doing enough to raise them or doing too much to raise them.  You can’t ignore them 
or dissert them.  That sadly is much too common.  But you can’t do everything for them either.  
You can’t be everywhere with them.  Too little care and too much care usually turn out badly.  The 
same thing happens in other ways too.  Have you ever stayed awake thinking about what you will 



say in a conversation you’re not looking forward to?  Have you ever written a script for that 
conversation in your mind only to find out that the person didn’t read your script?  I had a friend 
who was repeatedly stressed out about presentations to the voters in a midwestern congregation.  
“We have to do this.  It’s the only way.”  Invariable that was a signal that the voters always 
understood to mean, “Find another way.”  No wonder it was stressful.  There always was another 
way.  Often we don’t see the other way, because we refuse to think or don’t think we need God 
to show us the other way.  Remember, GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 

2. The second parable that Jesus told was also about the spread of the Word of God.  
Mustard plants can be bushes or trees like big bushes.  Obviously Jesus is talking about the trees 
that grow so big that birds perch on the branches.  The beginning is small.  Mustard seeds don’t 
look like they have the potential to be big trees.  Not many seed do.  Acorns don’t look like oak 
trees either.  But that’s the way mustard seeds grow.  That is also the way the Word of God 
spreads.  It starts small, with one Lord Jesus and 12 disciples.  But people told people who told 
people and that went on for centuries.  It’s like starting with one penny and doubling it every day 
for a month.  It will come out to about $5.3 million or $10.7 million depending on whether the 
month has 30 or 31 days.  One pastor can tell a lot of people, but what would happen if all those 
people told one other person about Jesus?  Each one of them, each one of us needs to know that 
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 

In God’s gracious rule, his kingdom, we have our part to do and God.  God places the 
opportunities before us, gives us the desire and capability to do the work, then God makes it all 
work the way he wants.  No matter what we do, GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK.  We have work to 
do but then it is a matter of trusting God to make it all work the way he wants.  Do you trust him 
to do what he knows is best for you?  Check the record.  Check out the promise to a Savior to 
disobedient occupants God’s perfect world.  Check out the promises that were kept even though 
God’s own people did every unfaithful thing that they could to keep the promises from being 
fulfilled.  Check out the fact that God’s Son, God and man came to earth to be our Substitute 
taking everything the sinners in a sinful world could dish out.  Check out how he was forsaken by 
God for us and yet confidently committed himself into the Father’s hands.  Check out that tomb 
with no body in it.  Does God keep his promise?  Do you trust him to take you safely all the way 
through your life?  God showers the world with his love even if people don’t know it or want it?  
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 

Our Savior has taken us from hopelessly lost to safely found.  He has given us work to do.  
We have the instructions for the work that needs to be done as well as limitations that remind us 
that the rest is up to God.  Spreading his Word, raising our children, doing our jobs, supporting 
God’s work – we can do it all because we know that GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 


