
NOT ENOUGH BREAD – Part 1 -  More Bread Please                                                  John 6:1-15                                     

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with 
his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a 
great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people 
to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 
7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!” 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke 
up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in 
that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the 
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He 
did the same with the fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, 
“Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and 
filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the 
Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and 
make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.  

Chapter 6 of John’s gospel is all about bread.  Except for a brief interlude where John records 
that Jesus came to them walking on the water, it’s all about bread.  What is there to say about bread?  
Do you expect to find a Pintrist recipe that is inspired by God?  Far from it.  The people who heard 
Jesus teach and followed him to the other side of the Sea of Galilee were very confused about the 
way Jesus talked about bread.  We would be too.  This chapter gives us another one of the “I am” 
statements that Jesus made.  In chapter 6 Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”  People didn’t 
understand it all then, but we want to understand it now.  That’s why you see the theme: NOT 
ENOUGH BREAD – Part 1.  For five weeks we will be asking why there is NOT ENOUGH BREAD.  
Everything starts from this familiar event where Jesus fed 5,000 men plus women and children with 
a boys lunch.  This is Part 1 – MORE BREAD PLEASE.  

1. Last week we were with Jesus when he sadly looked at the people who insisted on following 
him and learning from him.  St. Mark goes from that scene immediately into the feeding of the 5,000.  
We are in St. John’s gospel and the events that he records don’t always correspond to what the 
other gospels say.  Each gospel writer has his own inspired message to get across.  One of the 
reasons John’s gospel seems different in many ways is that John’s gospel was written maybe 40 or 
more years after the others.  He fills in a lot that the other gospels didn’t focus on according to their 
purpose in writing.  Regardless, all four gospels tell of the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand.  
This miracle is the groundwork for everything that follows in John chapter 6.  The whole chapter 
deals with bread, but in more ways that we would think.  That’s why it’s worth looking at all the details.  
Besides bread, another common denominator is that in all the different parts there was not enough 
bread to satisfy everybody.  There was always enough, but a lot of people didn’t see it that way. 

Let’s start with a boys lunch.  The crowd insisted on following Jesus even if they had to walk 
all the way around the Sea of Galilee to get to him.  It’s commendable that they were so committed 
to seeing and hearing Jesus.  They also wanted Jesus to heal some of them or see some other kind 
of miracle.  Their reasons for following may have been a little shallow, but they followed him without 
even thinking that they might get hungry before they got back home.  All that was there to eat was a 
couple of fish and five barley loaves, maybe like muffins.  It was enough for a boy’s lunch, but that’s 
it.  Can you hear Jesus in a panic ask his disciples what they were going to do, as if he didn’t know.  
It took time for them to catch on. 

Jesus got things organized.  The people sat down in the grassy area.  The other gospels talk 
about gathering in organized groups.  Then Jesus gives the disciples the barley loaves and fish to 



distribute to about 5,000 men, maybe plus women and children.  It’s hard even to imagine what the 
scene looked like.  The disciples start handing out bread and they don’t run out of it.  There is always 
more  until everyone is filled with bread and fish and 12 baskets, who knows how big, are filled so 
nothing gets wasted.  Just because it’s plentiful and costs nothing, that’s no excuse for waste.  With 
all that bread why is there NOT ENOUGH BREAD?  More that that what justifies adding the words 
more bread please?  You might be able to figure it out by yourself. 

2. Go back to that huge gathering of people.  Put yourself in the crowd.  One man is in charge 
controlling everything and he has twelve other men just handing out food.  They don’t go back to the 
bread truck.  They’re not concerned about the capability of the bakery to keep up.  There is no bakery.  
There is no bread truck.  There is just food that keeps on coming till everyone is full. It’s obvious that 
there is plenty of food. so there is no crush of people trying to be first in line before things run out.  
You’re there and you just know that there will be enough, more than enough.  Do you see a problem 
yet? 

There was no effort, no cost, no waste.  It was all so simple.  That’s often the way God does 
things.  While disciples are panicking Jesus calmly says, ”I’ll take care of this and he takes care of it 
in a way that not one of us, not one of the disciples would say is the way I would take care of the 
problem.  That kind of thing happens when you are forced to get out of the way because you finally 
understand that you can’t help God out.  You’re probably familiar with a story I know I have told 
before about a man who lived in a house and right in front of the house was a huge rock.  God told 
the man to go out every day and push the rock.  He did that for years.  Finally he was fed up and he 
told God that he was beyond frustrated.  What good was he doing?  “I’ve been pushing this rock for 
years and it hasn’t moved an inch.”  God’s response was look at your arms and legs.  You have 
strength that you never would have had if you hadn’t been pushing the rock all this time.  Besides 
that I told you to push the rock, I never told you to move the rock. Your job was to push the rock, now 
I’ll move the rock.”  We get to stand back in awe like people being fed with a boy’s lunch.  There are 
those times when you just stand in awe and watch God do what only God can do. 

There is still another important lesson to learn.  Think about being in that crowd and seeing 
all that bread.  You got fed.  You did nothing.  Everyone is full, but there is NOT ENOUGH BREAD.  
How long would it take you to realize that the most obvious thing for you to do is ask for more bread?  
What about tomorrow?  Will Jesus do it again?  You probably didn’t even bother to thank God for 
what he has already given you.  You had your fill of God’s goodness today.  You had more than 
enough today.  How far will twelve baskets of leftovers go tomorrow.  Probably not far enough.  In 
the minds of some there is NOT ENOUGH BREAD.  “Do it again, Jesus.  More bread please.”  We 
need a Savior who can and will and has forgiven us for trying to help when we should have been 
depending on him.  We need a Savior who can and will and has forgiven us for not thanking him or 
appreciating the way he showers blessing in each of our personal lives.  Thank God we don’t need 
to wish for that Savior, we just need to trust the one who has done everything to get us from one day 
to the next as forgiven children of God all the way to eternal rooms he is preparing for us right now.   


