
Ministry                                                                                                                    Mark 10:42-45 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not 
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 
and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

           Were you a little disgusted with Jesus’ disciples, James and John when you heard about 
their contest to get the places of honor next to Jesus in his glory?  They didn’t even know what 
his glory was.  Were they talking about heaven or earth?  The disciples were disgusted with them 
too.  Maybe it was because they hadn’t thought of it themselves.  They always seemed to have a 
problem with who was first and who was the greatest.  We want to go past that so that we can 
focus on the final part of Jesus’ lesson.  It’s a lesson about what it means to serve.  Jesus did not 
come to be served, but to serve.  What do you think when you hear that?  What did mean for 
Jesus?  What does it mean for a pastor?  What does it mean for you?  Those are important 
questions now that we’re about a year into a vacancy hoping and praying for the pastor who will 
serve Christ the Vine.  I would like you to focus on a synonym for that word. You know it.  We talk 
about it all the time.  We call people who serve ministers.  We call what they do MINISTRY.  It 
often goes together with another word, pastor or shepherd.  Let’s learn about ministry from Jesus.  
Then think about a pastor and his ministry.  Then think about yourself.  You are ministers too. 

1. Jesus is the ultimate minister.  He is the ultimate pastor.  He is the Good Shepherd who 
laid down his life for the sheep.  He laid it down so that he could take it again and give the eternal 
life that he earned with his perfect to you.  The disciples were thinking about being honored in 
some exalted position.  Jesus did not come to be honored and served.  He came to serve, to 
minister.  Who has anything to give to Jesus anyway?  The only way that we can give anything to 
Jesus or serve Jesus in any way is if he gives it first and serves us first.  Jesus whole life was a 
ministry, a service to give the world the place with God that no one else and nothing else can 
give.  His life and his death were all about you and the rest of the people who have, are, or will 
occupy this world.  Nothing he did was for him or his glory.  Everything he did he did with you in 
his mind and in his heart.  He said in the Sermon on the Mount, seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness and all these things will be added to you as well.  All these things are everything 
you need to live including your life itself.  All of that means nothing unless you have the greatest 
gift from the greatest service that has been done for you.  Everything you know and love and trust 
about Jesus was his service, his ministry.  You are a child of God because Jesus made you his 
child, a son or daughter of God just like Jesus is.  That is MINISTRY, Jesus’ ministry. 

2. Where do pastors fit in? Regardless of the gifts and talents that we look for in a pastor, 
most important is a pastoral heart.  You can see a pastoral heart and not even know that you’re 
looking at it.  A pastor may not even know he is demonstrating it.  In fact, he probably won’t.  That 
is because a pastoral heart is the love that a pastor has for the people he serves.  It is a love that 
comes from Jesus that assures him that he is a forgiven sinner who is preaching to and teaching 
other forgiven sinners.  He does his work serving his people by knowing that he is serving God 
by being faithful to God’s Word as he preaches and teaches it.  He is equipped with the law that 
shows sinners their sin and the gospel that assures sinners that Jesus has forgiven their sins.  He 
administers the sacraments to create and strengthen the faith that the Holy Spirit works.  He 
makes use of all kinds of opportunities to share that Word whether in worship, in Bible study, with 
adults, with children, in hospitals, with the homebound, with those wandering away from Jesus 
and anywhere else there is an opportunity to share God’s love. 

Of course there are other characteristics that we have requested in the pastors we have 
called.  We want a man who is outgoing, who loves to meet with his people, who is a good leader, 



who is energetic, who will help us grow Christ the Vine and make it the vital congregation we want 
it to be.  We are asking for a man who has only one job and that is serving the people who have 
called him as he serves God in his ministry.  We expect that he knows the importance of the 
promises he makes when he is installed into the position of pastor.  We expect him to be faithful 
in his service to God, to God’s Word, and to the people he serves. That’s asking a lot.  We need 
to know that.  A faithful shepherd will only accept this work because he knows that he has the 
promise of God to strengthen him in whatever weaknesses he may have, that it is God alone who 
can make a person equal to the task of caring for souls that Jesus died to save.  

 Listen to what St. Paul wrote to Timothy.  “Here is a trustworthy saying: 
Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he 
must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage 
his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, 
or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also 
have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the 
devil’s trap,”  That is ministry as God planned for it to be.  Only God can provide the strength 
and yes, forgiveness when needed, to a mere human being so that he can do this MINISTRY. 

3. Are you thinking about sitting back now and waiting for someone to do Christ the Vine’s 
work for you?  I hope not.  Listen to St. Paul again.  The pastor you call is being called to equip 
you for your MINISTRY.  “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up.” Ephesians 4:11–12.  Too many of us are missing our opportunity to 
participate in the ministry that we have at Christ the Vine.  Financial support is part of that ministry.  
You know that even though the gospel is free doing the work of sharing the gospel is not.  We 
have a lot of expenses that are simply involved in having this MINISTRY HEADQUARTERS.  We 
have a mortgage and the regular expenses that all of us have to do our own work.  We have a 
ways to go just to keep up with that.  On top of that we are not even paying a pastor now.  You’re 
paying a vacancy pastor with no housing costs, no insurance costs.  But I can tell you this is not 
what you want.  You want a full time man to so what Paul says, give his full time and attention to 
ministry.  As a congregation doing this MINISTRY together, we need you, all of you with the gifts 
and talents you have to give to serve God together.  It’s too easy to ignore the requests for leaders 
who are willing to do the work that needs to be done.  We have men and women doing that.  We 
need more.  We need you.  Why do you want to be involved in this ministry?  God calls you to it. 
God equips you for it.  God blesses it as you show that you are here to serve and not just to be 
served.  When we understand that we understand MINISTRY. 


