
JESUS HAS BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU.                                                               John 17:11-19 

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they 
may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe 
by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I 
am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have 
given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 
than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.  

That Thursday night was really busy.  Wash the disciples’ feet.  Tell them about the new 
commandment.  Tell a disciple about his impending betrayal.  Tell another disciple about his 
impending denial signaled by the crow of a rooster.  Institute the Sacrament of the Altar, the new 
covenant in his blood.  Tell all the disciples once again that the time had come for the Son of God 
and the Son of man to die so that sin could be paid for and the tomb where he would be buried 
would be returned to its owner, Joseph of Arimathea because Jesus wouldn’t need it anymore.  
He will be risen.  He is risen.  What else could you pack into one night?  There was still one more 
thing that had to be done.  Jesus needed to do it and the disciples needed him to do it and they 
needed to hear him do it.  Jesus prayed.  He prayed for the work he was doing.  He prayed for 
himself as he would do it.  He prayed for the disciples who would carry on the mission of telling 
people what Jesus had done.  He was praying for you.  You’ll hear him.  He has been praying for 
you as your High Priest offering prayers on your behalf.  What an amazing thing to know!  JESUS 
HAS BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU.  You know him.  You can hear him.  You share him. 

1. Jesus was talking about his disciples first in this part of the prayer that has come to be 
known as Jesus’ High Priestly prayer.  That is because the work of the high priest was to offer 
sacrifices on behalf of the people and offer prayers on behalf of the people.  The Old Testament 
high priests were examples of what the perfect High Priest would be and do.  Jesus was anointed 
by the Holy Spirit as our High Priest, our Prophet, and our King.  So, Jesus prayed for his disciples, 
his people. 

Three times in these verses Jesus talked about God’s name.  His name is everything that 
tells us who God is and what he does.  Think of God’s attributes, his characteristics.  He is 
almighty.  Jesus prayed that God would protect his people by his almighty power.  Jesus had that 
same name.  Jesus, as true God and true man has all the characteristics and power of God, but 
during his life on earth he laid aside the use of those characteristics to humble himself and become 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

You know Jesus.  You know what he has done.  You have the joy Jesus talks about here 
because you know that no matter what happens in life here, Jesus is still ruling as our King doing 
everything in the interest of his people, his believers, his Church.  The disciples had been with 
Jesus.  They had heard him.  They had watched him.  They had followed him.  They had seen 
the kind of love that he has for you.  They had seen that love point out sin with a call to repentance.  
They had seen him and heard him talk about seeking and saving the lost.  You know Jesus and 
because you know Jesus you know what God is really like and who God really is.  He is not 
someone in the great somewhere, he is your Father in heaven.  You can talk to him just like Jesus 
did.  You can call him Father just like Jesus did.  You can be sure that God is listening and will 
give the best answer to every prayer you bring to him just like Jesus did.  You know him.  You 
can hear him. 



2. Jesus said that he gave his disciples his Word.  He has given his Word to you too.  There 
was a time when people were forbidden, sometimes by their own churches, to read the Bible.  
The people at Jesus’ time had such limited access to the Word that there were many who 
memorized it and knew it by heart.  Now, I have a few Bibles in my home, but I don’t use them 
often.  That’s because I have half a dozen different translations plus the Greek and the Hebrew 
on my computer.  Anyone can have a choice of versions of the Bible that they feel most 
comfortable with.  But just having access to Bibles isn’t what Jesus is talking about.  He is talking 
about listening to him as you listen to the Bible.  He is talking about knowing who the One true 
God is and what he is like as you listen to and read the Word of God.  You have the Bible and 
because you have it you have God speaking to you trough his chosen and inspired writers.  The 
Bible is not opinion, it is not a political statement, it is not a fairytale.  The Bible is God speaking 
to you. 

It may sound strange, but one of the ways that you know that the Bible is the Word of God 
is that Satan would love nothing more than to convince people to hate the Word of God.  And they 
do.  People leave out the things they don’t want to hear.  People mock things that seem 
impossible.  There are no miracles.  It is ridiculous to think that God would forgive us for the sake 
of his own Son just because we need to be forgiven and not because we have given him a reason 
to forgive us.  And then people say that it makes no sense to take what the Bible says by faith.  
You need facts.  The Bible gives us all the facts behind God’s plan to save the world, and yes, it’s 
a matter of faith.  What isn’t?  Everything ultimately comes down to a matter of faith.  Doesn’t it 
makes more sense to listen to what God has to say it, than to listen to people who can’t seem to 
agree on anything but hating God and all God represents?  You know him.  You can hear him.  
You share him. 

3. We might wish that God would take us to heaven as soon as we become Christians, but 
that’s not his plan.  His plan is that as soon as he creates the saving faith that is ours through his 
Word and Sacraments, that we tell people about what he has done for us and what he means for 
us and show people what a difference it makes to know and trust the One true God.  We often 
talk about the people you need to tell about Jesus.  That’s certainly part of our work.  But let’s do 
it different this time.  JESUS HAS BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU.  Think about the people you have 
already told about Jesus.  Think about your children whom you have raised to know Christ.  Think 
about the relatives that you have told about Jesus and whom you continue to pray for.  Think 
about the new things that you learn about Jesus in your own study or in your study with others 
and then you share him.  You share him in any way you can because all this time JESUS HAS 
BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU.  You know him.  You can hear him.  You share him all because 
JESUS HAS BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU.  


